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Facts, Figures and Remarks about the Austrian Participation

1.1

The Last Three Years

In the year 2018, the Bebras Challenge in Austria took place for the 12th time in succession, with celebrating
the 10th anniversary in 2016 and the first participation in 2007, together with Latvia and Slovakia as the 8th country,
after Estonia, Germany, The Netherlands, and Poland joined the forerunner Lithuania in 2006 [6].
Within 14 years, the Bebras challenge developed rapidly, currently encompassing 54 member countries from
all continents. The last Bebras challenge attracted about 2.7 millions of pupils all over the world. Table 1 shows
the top ten list of these countries and its specific development of participation within the last three years,
considering its population in total and the estimated number of pupils. In this list Austria ranks in 10th place. It is
striking that there was a big increase from 2016 to 2017 whereas the growth from 2017 to 2018 is moderate. About
3 out of 100 Austrian pupils have participated in the past year 2018, which indicates that there is still much room
for expansion. Even the leader Slovenia attracts not more than about 11% of all the potential pupils.
Table 1. Top Ten List with the Rank of Austria Among the Participating Countries

Table 2 shows clearly the very inhomogeneous distribution among different types of schools, age-groups and
grades. The Austrian High Schools (Academic Secondary Schools), hosting about 200.000 out of about 1.200.000
Austrian pupils, cover disproportionally many 2/3 of all participants. Almost 50% of them have taken part in the
Bebras challenge within the last years, with the actual number of 132 out of about 330 schools of that type.
Table 2. Distribution of participation regarding school types.

About 2/3 of all participants are covered by pupils aged between 13 and 16 years. In Austria the categories are
named Meteor and Junior. As table 3 shows, primary schools are still playing a marginal role (not even 1 of 300
pupils took part in 2018), and so do senior students in grade 11 to 13. The data showed that some primary schools
offered the Bebras challenge even at grade 2 with 8-years old pupils.

Table 3. Distribution of participation regarding Bebras levels.

Regarding the development of the overall performance over the last three years, there are comparatively little
deviations without significant statistical outliers. The numbers in Table 4 indicate (but do not prove) a good annual
task selection with a stable level of difficulties. The column labelled with “n.a.“ represents the not answered
questions which has significantly decreased in the year 2018 except the category Senior.Table 4. Distribution of
participation regarding wrong and correct answers.

